
 

"A LETTER OF HOPE AS WE REMEMBER DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR."                                                                       
BY THE CHAIR, REVEREND CLYDE H. BROOKS 

As we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King's 86th birthday and remember the cause for which he fought and 
died, I was reminded of a conversation that I had with Dr. King as I drove him from the airport to the 
apartment on the westside of Chicago where his family waited.  As you may remember, Dr. King and his 
family had moved into an apartment in a poor west side community to call attention to the need for 
quality and affordable housing.  During the thirty five minute drive from the airport, we talked about a 
number of things, but what he talked about most was the absence of integrated neighborhoods and 
hostility simply based on skin color. One of the things he said to me focused on the real importance of 
Integration. He pointed out that if people of all races would just stop and think for a minute, they would 
find that regardless of skin color, we all have many of the same concerns, the same problems, and for 
most, the same needs.  He believed that segregation and isolation only on skin color denies all of us 
from understanding that reality, and makes folks appear different when they are really not.  This 
concentration on skin color and not character, troubled him deeply.  

As I began to write this letter, I recalled this conversation and how much Dr. King believed in 
brotherhood (and sisterhood) and the potential of America, the greatest nation on earth. He once 
penned these prophetic words: "What affects one directly affects all indirectly. I can never be what I 
ought to be until you are what you ought to be, and you can't be what you ought to be until I am what I 
ought to be. This is the interrelated structure of reality".  I certainly agree with this reality.  Our life, in 
comparison to the universe, is only a minute.  Therefore, our minute in time should be used to lead, not 
just follow, and used in such a way to make a measurable difference in the lives of others.  Dr. King 
understood that we can't have diversity appreciation and diversity inclusion when citizens are denied 
quality education, decent housing and full and meaningful inclusion in the economic and political 
process. And without unity, justice and equality across gender, age, class, race and cultural lines, there is 
no true integration--only assimilation.  

Dr. King once referred to a note that was given to him by a young student. He often used the note to 
illustrate the truth that can be found in each of us seeking the importance of thinking and unity. The 
note stated: 

"I sought my soul, but my soul I could not find.                                                                                                              
I sought my God, but he eluded me.                                                                                                                                              
I sought my brother and I found all three".                                                                                                                          

Given the apathetic environment that surrounds us, the turmoil between police and people of color 
across our nation, the indifference towards the elderly poor, the silence of the church, economic 
deprivation being carried on the shoulders of the poor, violence at home and abroad, and the 



inadequate performance of our educational institutions, large holes have been shoved through Dr. 
King's dream of acceptance of the differences that can lead to expanded opportunities for all. However, 
it is not too late for us to restore the value of love, respect and acceptance of our differences. We must 
work harder to be our "brothers (sisters) keeper" and redefine the word "neighbor"   as cited in the 
biblical scripture, "Love thy neighbor as ourselves" beyond the block on which we live. After all, little 
that we enjoy or do not enjoy has global implications.  Oil in the Middle East affects the supply of gas in 
our neighborhood, turmoil in our community and across the world affects our paychecks and humanity, 
and the hopes and aspirations, or lack of in our land, too often is determined by the hopes and 
aspirations of those in distance lands.  Somehow, we must work together to find ways to end the 
senseless killing in many communities and across the planet.  For example, when more people of color 
are killed in Chicago neighborhoods monthly than Americans currently killed in the Middle East annually, 
it is time for "neighbors", regardless of gender, culture or skin color, to come together and act. The call 
and accountability for citizens  to  act , when  action is needed , is dictated in the  preamble to our  
constitution which states in part:  "We, the people  of the United States, in  order to form a more perfect  
union, establish  justice, insure  domestic tranquility, provide for the common  defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United States of America".  Given criticism received and heaped on Dr. 
King and others for speaking and acting on unmet promises contained in the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence, I believe it is timely to call attention to the expectations contained in the   
Preamble of our Constitution.   It is clear that our forefathers understood that we do not live in a perfect 
union and therefore, each of us, in our own way , have a responsibility to  work to make our  union 
(nation) better. Let us begin to better appreciate those voices who speak for justice, unity and equality;  
and let's use the seconds  remaining in our "minute in time"  to recommit ourselves to work harder to  
promote unity , peace, justice  and understanding among all Americans and  all people of the world. 

Respectfully submitted by:  

The Reverend Clyde H. Brooks, Chair  

 

Illinois Commission on Diversity and Human Relations  


